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Second BAASA AGM held
The second Annual General Meeting (AGM)
of Bhutanese Australian Association of South
Australia (BAASA) was held on August 4 at
Coglin Hall in Adelaide.
The AGM of the organization is held every
two years.
Activity and financial reports of the organization in the last two years were presented and endorsed. Auspice groups of
the BAASA Bhutanese Ethnic School,
Yuba Sansar, Bhutanese Youth Group and
Namaste Cultural Group also presented
their activity and financial reports.
The AGM also appointed Avishek Gazmere and Ichha Poudel as the election
committee members and mandated the
executive committee to nominate a third
person to make a full committee and initiate new election process.
The AGM also endorsed the resignation
submitted by vice chairperson Kamal Dahal.

Similarly, the AGM endorsed the proposal by
chairperson Suren Ghaley to have one representative from every auspice groups in executive committee for better coordination and communication. The representatives would be
called invited executives.

Bikram Adhikari presenting Namaste Cultural Group
report at the BAASA AGM

Interstate soccer tournament in Adelaide
Bhutanese Australian Association of South Australia
(BAASA) hosted second Australian Bhutanese Interstate
Soccer Tournament in Adelaide from July 4 to 7.
The first tournament was
hosted by Bhutanese Australian Association of Queensland
(BAAQ) in Brisbane last year.
Nine Bhutanese community
soccer teams from five states

participated in the tournament.
The teams were divided into
three groups for league
matches. Best teams from
each group and one from rest
of the teams were selected for
semi finals.
Brisbane, Launceston,
Cairns and Adelaide Dragons
(Red) reached the semi finals.
Adelaide Dragons (Red) lifted
the trophy beating Launceston
www.bhutanesesa.org.au

by 2-0. Adelaide Dragons
(Red) was winning of the last
year’s tournament as well.
Mayor of the City of Salisbury Gillian Aldridge JP distributed the trophies and certificates to the winners, runners
and participating teams.
She congratulated the winning and participating teams
and appreciated community
Continue in page 8
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Training for new
radio team members
With extension of funding
for one more year from Multicultural Youth South Australia
(MYSA), six young people from
Bhutanese community received radio training from Radio Adelaide. The MYSA funding will cover the training costs
and radio access fee from July
2013 to June 2014.
These new young people
will join the Yuba Sansar team
to run the weekly radio show
that’s going on air since one
and half year. The radio program focuses on educating,
entertainment and empowering
young Bhutanese.
The new members of the
radio team include Narad Dahal, Bikash Dhamala, Chakman Bista, Sova Biswa, Bharat
Samal and Raj Sharma.

New BAASA VC
The first meeting of the
Executive Committee and the
invited executives on October
5 decided to name Lok Poudel

Activities
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as the new vice chairperson.
Poudel will work the capacity
until the new election is held.
The position remained vacant after the vice chairperson
Kamal Dahal submitted his
resignation. Dahal’s resignation was accepted and endorsed by BAASA AGM on
August 4.

dess Parvati launched a hunger strike, demanding she be
allowed to marry Shiva, the
man she loved. Her friends
soon joined her with similar
demands, and the young
women came to be known as
“hadtalika,” or protesting girls.
Parvati’s father, Himalaya,
ultimately bowed to his daughter’s demands, and Parvati had
a happy life with Shiva, accordTeej in Adelaide
Bhutanese in Adelaide ing to the myth.
celebrated Teej, the greatest
festival for women amidst a
BAASA has received
public cultural function on grants from the Department of
September 7.
Communities and Social IncluFemale members of the sion through YouthConnect
community carried out all the grants to run activities focusing
cultural performances while gambling and drinking among
male members supported them young Bhutanese.
technically.
Bibas Ghimire and Amber
The function was jointly Poudel have been appointed
organised by Yuba Sansar, as Youth Project Officers to
Bhutanese Youth Group, Bhu- run the project. Anglicare SA
tanese Ethnic School, Na- would extend support to run a
maste Cultural Group with in- few activities while many activivolvement of other active ties will be run by the two proyoung girls under the coordina- ject officers.
tion of Bhutanese Australian
The officers will be paid 4
Association of South Australia. hours per week at $19.12 per
The Teej festival has its hour and superannuation of
roots in Hindu mythology. 9.5%.
Hindu scriptures say the god-

Youth Project

Theatre training for young
people
Members of the Bhutanese Youth Group
have received a three full-day theatre from
Urban Youth Myth Theatre in July.
The training was part of the Civil Rights
Project jointly run by BAASA and Survivors of
Torture and Trauma Assistance and Rehabilitation Services (STTARS) funded by Department
of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC).
At the end of the project, BYG members
performed a short theatre show at Twelve35
Youth Center, Salisbury where around 40 community members attended.
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A glimpse of theatre training session
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CBSC wins soccer
trophy
By Tej Man Rayaka
The Cairns Bhutanese
Sport Club (CBSC) has won
the Hmong League 2013 beating African United Team 3-0
on October 12.
Put of the 18 matches
played in course of the tournament, the team beat 11
matches and lost 7. This
‘speedy team’ of teenagers
lifted the cup after the unexpected victory against the
popular team.
Prabhu Rai and Tilachan
Monger scored two and one
goals respectively making the
Bhutanese team victorious.
Rai has been awarded man of
the match of this year.
A crowd of Bhutanese
community members were
present at the Forest Garden
Oval stadium in Whiterock to
witness the final match and
cheer up the players.
The Bhutanese team has
been participating the league
organized by Hmong community since three years –the first
participation was in 2011. This
year’s league had kicked off in
May.

Cultural show in
Albury
Bhutanese in Albury
staged a colourful multicultural
festival as part of celebrating
Hindu festival Dashain. The
festival also marked the fifth
anniversary of Bhutanese settlement in Albury-Wodonga
region.
Newly elected president of

Around Australia
Bhutanese Association in Albury Teju Chouhan expressed
hope for better integration of
the Bhutanese community in
this border town and expressed thanks to the settlement service providers.
He said that the aim of the
event was to celebrate diversity, develop connections and
foster partnerships with different cultural communities and
encourage people to learn
each other’s culture.
Other community invited to
be part of the function included
Australian, Nepalese, African,
Filipino, Indian, Maori and New
Zealander.
Event guest , Mayor Cr
Kevin Mack from Albury City
Council, appreciated the efforts made by Bhutanese community to add multi culture
flavour to the cultural diversity
of Australia.
The event was sponsored
by Multicultural Council of
Wagga Wagga Inc and supported by Albury-Wodonga
Volunteer Resource Bureau
and two local businesses.

Anniversary in
Sydney
Bhutanese in Sydney, Australia celebrated fifth anniversary of their settlement on October 5 with cultural events.
Organised by Association of
Bhutanese in Australia (ABA)
the annual day celebration is
part of its efforts to showcase
the culture and arts of the Bhutanese community.
To promote multicultural
cohesion, an Ethiopian dance
team was also invited to perform on the occasion.
Fiona Scott, who was inPage 3

October 2013
vited as guest of the event,
deliberated goodwill message
from Prime Minister Tony Abbot and honoured the senior
members of the Bhutanese
community.
ABA also honoured other
local organisations who provided support during the settlement process and the students
who secured good ranking in
their studies in 2011-12.

Teej observed in Melbourne
By Devi Ghimire
Bhutanese Women of Melbourne organised Teej Puja on
8 September 2013. Around 50
women, ladies and girls observe the special ladies festival
of Nepalese culture. Youths
and seniors member of the
community assisted the puja
ceremony with arrangement,
maintenance and decoration.
The attended were served with
cultural food. The most interesting part of the function was
dances by the ladies on Teej
song.
The community is also
celebrated Panchami puja on
September 10 at Banksia Gardens Community Centre.
On 28th August 2013 Bhutanese people residing in Melbourne observe Shri Krishna
Janma Asthami at Senior Citizenship Club, Glenroy. Organised by the senior member of
the Community the day was
celebrated with Puja in the
name of Krishna and Bhajan.
Supported by youth group of
Melbourne the function was
concluded with Prasad prepared by senior women group
of Melbourne.
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Planning session in Sydney
By Suman Chhetri
Association of Bhutanese in Australia
(ABA Sydney) organised a one day community discussion session on 25 August here in
Blacktown Sydney to discuss the various
community issues and to plan ahead for the
coming days.
The main objective of the session was to
plan for the year ahead taking advantages of
resources and opportunities available to community and also to know the view of community members on different issues they are
facing in their everyday life.
Speaking at the session President Dr. Om
Dhungyel emphasized on preserving our own
culture and identity. He also talked about the
positive and negative part of community organisation and highlighted the need of volunteer in community. In the same way Advisor
and former president Om Dhungel talked
about the community issues that were identified form the three separate workshop organised by ABA Sydney.
In the discussion, the participating members fully supported the idea of executive
members to host interstate Soccer tournament in 2014. All the executive members
updated the current progress and issues in
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their respective group. Different issues relating to internal communication, English
classes, cultural program were also discussed during the day.

Dashain events in Melbourne
Bhutanese Organisation of Australia
hosted a cultural show named Hamro Chinari
on October 13 2013. Celebrated in conjunction with the Hume festival of music and
Dashian-Tihar festival, the show displayed
the pool of cultural programs and games.
The activities of the day included free face
painting, jumping castle for children, musical
chair, hit the soccer ball through the tire, Bhutanese traditional cock fight, and plug the
sweet race by children.
Similarly, Bhutanese Association of Victoria organized a separate event to mark the
Dashain festival and fifth year of Bhutanese
resettlement in Victoria at Bansia Garden
Community Center on the same day.
Chief guest of the event Mayor of Hume
City Council Geoff Peter appreciated the
Bhutanese activities towards adding multiculturalism promotion in Australia.
Neeru Mishra and Samjhauta Rai at Teej celebration in Adelaide
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Health Tips
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New committee at
Bhutanese Ethnic
School

Dahal, Pooja Gurung, Laxuman Gurung, Bikash Biswa,
Mangali Gurung

The Bhutanese Ethnic
School in South Adelaide has
re-constituted its committee at
a meeting held on Sunday,
September 15. Chaired by
outgoing chairperson R K
Ghaley, the meeting restructured the committee. The new
team comprise of the following
individuals.
Chair Person: Kamal Dahal,
Til Chand Sapkota
Secretary: Laxmi Bhattarai,
Mohan Prasad Bhattarai
Treasurer: Chudamani Pokhrel, Chitra Gautam
Public Relation Coordinator:
Dom Nath Kafley, Bhola Nath
Dhamala

Teachers: Birkha Gurung,
Devi Charan Dhungyel, Hom
Prakash Dhamala, Ganga
Adhikari, Laxmi Bhattarai, Kula
Chandra Bhandari Hari Pokhrel, Dom Nath Kafley, Jyoti
Khatiwoda, Jai Bhandari, Kamal Dahal, Mohan Prasad
Bhatarai, Thak Prasad Dahal,
R K Ghaley, Chudamani Pokhrel, Chitra Gautam, Som Nath
Bhattarai, Hema Nepal Laxmi
Dahal, Chandra Rai, Taramani
Gautam, Indra Prakash Niroula
Sports
Dahal

Coordinator:

Biren

Curriculum Development
Team: Jai Bhaandari, Dom
Principal: Hom Prakash Nath Kafley, Bhola Nath
Dhamala, Hom Prakash
Dhamala
Dhamala, Birkha Gurung, Devi
Vice Principal: Ganga Adhi- Charan Dhungyel, Santi Ram
Dhakal, Narad Dahal, Laxmi
kari
Cultural Coordinators: Narad Bhattarai

First voting for Aussie Bhutanese
Bhutanese in Australia for
the first time voted in Australia’s federal election held on
September 7. This was the first
experience in life for Bhutanese voters.
The complicated voting
system was quite perplexing
for them and it was extremely
difficult for the senior members
of the community who are illiterate.
Once registered at the Australian Election Commission
(AEC), voting in Australian
federal election is compulsory,
which otherwise would result in
monetary fine.
In Adelaide, a special workshop was organized by Australian Refugee Association
(ARA) in cooperation with AEC
ahead of the election to educate the voters on voting process.
Election in Australia’s federal parliament is held every
three years.

BEC Notice
Dear parents/Guardians and wellwishers
Bhutanese Ethnic School (BES) cordially invites you and your family to take
part in the celebration of a grand program
organized as a combined event to observe
the great festivals of Dashain and Tihar
and the 105th Birth Anniversary of Mahakavi Laxmi Psd Devkota.
This event organized by the school as
its annual event, it shall be marked by a
cultural program comprising of songs,

dances and items of cultural, traditional,
linguistic and ethnic importance.
Venue: 14 Farley Grove Salisbury North
5108 SA
Day and date: Saturday , 2nd November
2013
Time: 10:30 am
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We look forward to celebrate together.
Bhutanese Ethnic School
Adelaide SA
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Interstate soccer....
From page 1

for hosting the interstate soccer tournament in
the City of Salisbury. She also appreciated
community’s enthusiasm towards sporting
events.
Man of the match was awarded in all
matches. The award trophies were sponsored
by the community members.
Grants were received from City of Salisbury,
City of Salisbury sports department, Multicultural SA, Family SA, Homestart and Adelaide
Airport to run the event. Following is the list of
community donors along with their donation
amounts.
Seniors Gathering
245
Sushil Niroula
60
Ganga Giri
110
Dhan Rai
60
Kamal Dahal
70
Tilchand Sapkota
40
Punya Foundation
40
Ramesh Dahal
40
Jyotsna Karki
40
Jeevan Koirala
75
Adelaide Sangam
300
Happy Club
190
Devi Katel
40
Bayung Family
70
Bhutanese Youth Group
110
Prakash Karki
40
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