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New Executive Committee of the Bhu-
tanese Australian Association of South 
Australia (BAASA) has been elected. The 
five-member New Executive will replace 
the old committee which had been working 
since the formation of the organisation in 
2009. The newly elected executive com-
mittee members include Suren Ghaley 
(Chairperson), Sushil Niroula (Public Offi-
cer), Kamal Dahal (Vice Chairperson), 
Jeevan Koirala (Treasurer) and Indra Adhi-
kari (General Secretary). 

The election committee, formed by An-
nual General Meeting (AGM) in July last 
year, mandated to elected five-member 
executive board within the first quarter of 
2012. The committee members include 

Ichha Poudel (chair), T. B. Rai (member) 
and Bishnu Dahal (member). As the com-
mittee received only 5 nominations within 
the given timeline, voting process was not 
needed. The committee declared the result 
on March 24. 

According to amended constitution of 
the organisation, chairperson, vice chair-
person, general secretary, treasurer and 
public officer form the executive commit-
tee. 

In the meantime, the new Executive 
Committee has taken over the responsibil-
ity from previous committee. The handing-
taking ceremony was held in Salisbury on 
6 April 2012.  
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New Executive from right, Kamal, Suren, Jeevan, Indra and Sushil with Jogen, ex-chairperson 



  Issue 9                                                      SGP Programmes                              April 2012 

Info session on 
Centrelink 

BAASA plans to hold an 
information session in May 
or June to inform the com-
munity members regarding 
the services from Centre-
link, rights and responsibil-
ity of community members 
receiving Centrelink bene-
fits, support claims proce-
dures and other issues re-
lated to Centrelink. 

The information session 
will be held in Salisbury, the 
suburb of largest Bhutan-
ese settlement. The date 
and venue of the event will 
be sent to community mem-
bers through email or an-
nounced on radio later. 

�� 

Info session on 
education 

As part of the Settlement 
Grant Program (SGP), 
BAASA organised informa-
tion session on Education 
System in South Australia 
on March 31. 

Two officers from De-
partment of Education and 
Child Development Loan 
Binnie and Phann Pech 
facilitated the information 
session held in Salisbury. 

This session was ex-
pected to help the parents 
of the school children how 
to support their children 
with their studies and other 
school activities. 

The facilitators shared 
information on how to con-

tribute healthy and success-
ful lives for school-aged 
children and many more. 

A total of seven people 
from the Bhutanese com-
munity participated the in-
formation session. 

�� 

Interaction with 
AUSCO trainer 

Bhutanese community 
members who are resettled 
in South Australia since 
2008 held interaction with 
Australian Cultural Orienta-
tion (AUSCO) Trainer J. B. 
Rana Magar who was in 
Adelaide in third week of 
March. 

Rana is part of the orien-
tation program run by Inter-
national Organisation of 
Migration (IOM) in Nepal. 
Rana gives orientation 
about Australia laws, cul-
ture and system to those 
preparing to fly to Australia. 

A total of 20 people at-
tended the interaction. A 
separate interaction was 
organised by Migrant Re-
source Centre (MRC) of 
South Australia where more 
than 40 people from Bhu-
tanese community partici-
pated.  

Participants apprised the 
trainer for orientation that 
helped a lot while resettling 
in Australia. They also sug-
gested several more areas 
where information is neces-
sary for people resettling in 
Australia. Rana assured to 
include them in orientation. 

Swimming  
lessons 

Friends of Marion Out-
door Swimming Centre or-
ganised swimming lessons 
for Bhutanese community 
members who recently ar-
rived in South Australia.  

The swimming session 
was held in Marion Outdoor 
Swimming Centre in Febru-
ary-March. Volunteer train-
ers were made available by 
the Centre to train the par-
ticipants. 

In average, 10 commu-
nity members participated 
the swimming lessons. 
Eight lessons were held in 
the swimming centre while 
two sessions were held at 
Brighton beach conducted 
by BSLSC. It was intended 
to train community mem-
bers on beach safety and 
surfing. 

 
�� 

Ethnic School to 
be run 

The New BAASA Executive 
has held discussion with the ad 
hoc committee in Salisbury on 
management and operation of 
an ethnic school. 

The ad hoc committee 
formed by Bhutanese commu-
nity members have already 
started running Nepali-
language classes for young 
children in Salisbury since 
March this year. 

Both the side agreed that 
BAASA will be auspicing 
agency for the ethic school. 
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SA to participate in in-
terstate soccer 

Two teams from South Australia are 
preparing to participate in the interstate 
soccer carnival to be held in Brisbane this 
winter. 

Organised by Bhutanese Community 
of Brisbane, the event will be held on July 
1-3. Bhutanese soccer clubs from all 
states where Bhutanese live will be par-
ticipating the competition.  

Bhutanese in Adelaide are preparing 
for two teams and training, management 
and coordination is underway. The train-
ing is supported by Parafield Garden Soc-
cer Club, which has been helping the 
Bhutanese soccer players since few 
years. 

Since the team members have to bear 
travel cost, Adelaide clubs are planning to 
put stall at BAASA annual day event for 
fund raising. They are also seeking finan-
cial support from other individuals and 
organisations. 

 
Tasmania plays friendly 
soccer 

It may not have had the usual north-
south rivalries of Tasmanian sport but a 
soccer tournament at Wentworth Park, 
Howrah, by Bhutanese communities dis-
played plenty of skills, passion and enthu-
siasm. 

Bhutanese in Tasmania played 
friendly soccer match in Hobart on April 
10 that was organised by Bhutanese 
Community in Southern Tasmania with 
the support from Centacare with grant 
from Clarence City Council. The council 
had approved grants of AUD 950 under 
local development, community president 
Kharga Thapa said. Centacare, the reset-
tlement agency in the state, supported to 

find sponsor for jersey and medals. 
A team from the Bhutanese commu-

nity of Hobart (287 people) challenged a 
team from the more than 350-strong Bhu-
tanese community of Launceston. Yet 
Launceston won the match. 

The event also saw soccer clinics for 
children and array of Bhutanese dances. 
This is the first time Bhutanese from two 
cities came together to play friendly sport 
matches. The resettlement of Bhutanese 
in Tasmania began in 2008. 

The participants were served food and 
fruits at the end of the event while Bhu-
tanese youngsters performed cultural 
dances to entertain the audience. 

 
One dead in Tasmania 

One 22-year-old resettled girl, 
HariThapa, who was a nursing student in 
Southern Tasmania, was said to have 
taken her own life in what her brother de-
scribed as the most terrible tragedy to 
have occurred in his family recently. She 
was resettled some 17 months ago. 

Dozens of her fans were shocked to 
watch the last 7-minute long video post in 
the Facebook before she killed herself. 

According to Bhutan News Service, 
she took her life being betrayed by her 
boyfriend. 

She was a very wonderful, friendly, 
hardworking and smart girl. Investigation 
result has not been made public so far. 

Any visitors to her Facebook walls 
could figure out that she was trapped be-
tween agony and tragedy for quite a long 
time, teaching parents and guardians a 
lesson to constantly monitor contents 
posted by juniors in social media for sav-
ing irreparable loss of human life. 
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Migration Museum of 
Adelaide 

Migration museum is one of the histori-
cal places in Adelaide that deserves to be 
visited. The Migration Museum works to-
wards the preservation, understanding and 
enjoyment of SA’s diverse cultures.  

Preservation, interpretation and cele-
bration of Australian heritage and culture 
underpin the work of the Migration Mu-
seum. Among the core values of the Mu-
seum are social inclusion, countering ra-
cism, and lifelong learning.  

Since opening in 1986 the Museum has 
collaborated with representatives from 
over 100 different cultural and community 
groups to develop exhibitions and special 
programs that tell the story of multicultural 
life in SA.  

The Museum houses a number of per-
manent exhibitions on the immigration and 
settlement history of SA. In addition the 
Museum hosts and develops a number of 
changing exhibitions and public programs. 

The buildings that now house the Mi-
gration Museum were once Adelaide’s 
Destitute Asylum. In one of these buildings 
an exhibition titled Behind the Wall tells the 
stories of the women and children who 
lived and sometimes died here. The com-
plex operated from the early 1850s until 
1918. During this time Adelaide’s destitute, 
homeless, sick and aged lived out their 
lives here.  

Before the Destitute Asylum the same 
site held a ‘Native School’. Aboriginal chil-
dren were boarded and educated by the 
colonial government.  
  The museum is at Kintore Ave,  Adelaide City. 

ब�ालाई �ायामपिछ मा
 �टभीब�ालाई �ायामपिछ मा
 �टभीब�ालाई �ायामपिछ मा
 �टभीब�ालाई �ायामपिछ मा
 �टभी 
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Annual day celebration 
in Adelaide 

The first meeting of the new executive 
committee with the community members 
decided to form the Annual Day celebra-
tion committee.  

Bhutanese settled in South Australia 
celebrate 13 May as their annual day. On 
this day in 2008, first two Bhutanese fami-
lies arrived in Adelaide under third country 
resettlement program of the government. 

This year, the organisation is celebrat-
ing the day on 12 May, Saturday. 

According to the decision, the annual 
day will be Sakela special. Sakela is one 

of the biggest festivals of Rai community. 
Rais are ethnic sub-community, most fol-
lowing Kirat religion, within Bhutanese 
community. 

The festival will be held in Fremont 
Park in Elizabeth. Cultural dances, songs, 
fun games and presentation on Bhutanese 
issues will be part of the event. 

The organizing committee includes 
Sushi Niroula (coordinator), Jogen Gaz-
mere, Yasoda Samal, Samjhauta Rai, Dick 
Rai, T. B. Rai, Ichha Poudel, Bikram Adhi-
kari and Kamal Dahal. Two representa-
tives from the soccer teams are also in-
cluded in the team. Their names are to be 
recommended by the soccer teams. 
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Computer courses at 
various locations 
Lutheran Community Care in Blair Athol is 
providing Basic Computer Skills for the 
Bhutanese community members in small 
classes.  

Through these classes, the LCC aims 
to assist the community to develop confi-
dence in speaking English and improve 
their computer skills. Bhutanese commu-
nity members living around Blair Athol, 
Prospect, Kilburn and Enfield are encour-
aged to participate into the course. 

Opportunities    

Youthjet is organizing basic computing courses for young and adults aged 17 to 30 
years old. It is an introduction to computing basics, both hardware and software cover-
ing things such as the internal workings of a computer, the features of a system and 
how to use basic software. 

 
Date: Thursday 19 and Friday 20 April 2012 
Time: 9 am to 5 pm 
Location: YouthJet 151 Hutt St, Adelaide  
To resister, email: rebecca.wessels@auref.net or call 8227 0933 
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New BAASA executive 
tive elected 
From page 1 

 
Outgoing chairperson 

Jogen Gazmere expressed 
hope that the new committee 
will provide more services to 
the community to help them 

settle well in South Australia 
and wished the new team best 
of luck in their endeavour to 
serve the community.  

Newly elected chairper-
son Suren Ghaley said he 
expects support and solidar-
ity from community mem-
bers, seniors and well-

wishers to make organisa-
tion’s services more effec-
tive. 

Community members, 
members of the former execu-
tive committee, advisory board 
and Apex Council were pre-
sent at the handing-taking 
ceremony. 
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Youths from Bhutanese community 
have started weekly radio program from 
Radio Adelaide from March 4. The pro-
gram goes on air every Sunday at 1 PM 
for an hour. The program can be heard at 
101.5 FM, online at radio.adelaide.edu.au 
or in digital radio. The program is uploaded 
in ipajournal.com for listeners who could 
not listen live. 

The youth team started the radio pro-
gram with the grant support from Multicul-
tural Youth SA (MYSA) – the South Aus-
tralian government agency to work with 
youths.It is the first time Bhutanese youths 
received grants to run radio project. 

Prior to commencing the program, 
eight youths (Indra Adhikari, LokPoudel, 
Devi Pokhrel, Ganga Adhikari, See-
taDulal, NeeruKhapangi, UnishaSamal 
and PuskarDhakal) also received Cer-
tificate III in Technical Production of 
radio programs.  

The AUD$ 6000 grant id bring used 
for payment to radio station for program 
and train eight youths to operate the 
technical panel to run the program. 
Unlike in Nepal, the program presenter 
has to operate the technical panel as 

well in Australian radio stations. 
It is the third Nepali language radio pro-

gram in South Australia. 
The radio program is specially de-

signed for youths. According to the radio 
team, all contents for radio program will be 
based on needs and demand of the youths 
from Bhutanese community. The programs 
include youth news from around the world, 
educational opportunities available, ways 
to find jobs, events around Adelaide with 
intention to encourage youths to partici-
pate, story of world famous people as in-
spiration to youngsters and Nepali-
Bhutanese music.  

Yuba Sansar Radio Program Goes On Air 


